On Location
Festivals, concerts, clubs

Michelle Tiwo

The Spectacular Empire: Nine Nights
Various locations/Twitch
As a response to the lives lost to Covid-19,
international police brutality and those fighting for
racial equality, Gaika’s The Spectacular Empire label
and art collective organised Nine Nights — a series of
livestreamed performances showcasing the local and
international talent across various genres of black
music including experimental club, jazz, grime, R&B,
drill and more. Gaika and fellow TSE artist GLOR1A
created the series in honour of the funerary tradition
commonly practiced across the Caribbean: Nine
Nights, or Dead Yards, an extended wake deriving
from the belief that a person’s soul lingers for nine
days after death. The proceeds from the first show
will be donated to London Hackney Charity HCEO
who focus on providing longterm physical and mental
well-being support throughout the Covid-19 period
and beyond. Subsequent shows will raise funds for
Black Visions Collective, a Minnesota based charity
focusing on developing policy and infrastructure for
transformation across the state.

Opening his stream with “This is for my n***as
who died”, Gaika's performance is a direct tribute
to those who are no longer with us. Throughout his
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time on stage, haunting soundscapes mirror warped
dancehall and twisted trap beats, accompanying
social commentary on the state of Living While

Black in London and the failings behind the tragic
Grenfell fire. “This is our city, these are our streets
in a state of emergency... and it's murder”. Delivered
with directness, his lyrics never compromise the
message — “I've said before and I'll say it again,
Black Lives Matter”.

A live performance from avant garde R&B artist
and Nine Nights’ concept creator GLOR1A reminds
us of the vital connections we make with one
another in order to survive. Minimal deconstructed
instrumentals make way for nostalgic smooth soulful
Jjams with her vocals perfectly offsetting the eerie
nature of her performance, reminding you to air every
fuckboy you come across, because “they don’t care
about nothing”.

Apron Records boss Steven Julien demonstrates
his far reaching musical knowledge behind the
decks, spinning tracks spanning jazz, techno and
hiphop — including a particularly vibesy moment where
he mixes Funkinevil's “Ignorant” into Modal’s “My
Girlfriend”, the perfect transition for sofa dancing. A
special impromptu performance from GLOR1A follows,
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providing much needed gospel healing. She tells the
audience, “You're going to go to church right now,”
and we most certainly do.

Shannen SP, co-curator of @, a Hyperdub-affiliated
monthly night that showcases emerging sounds and
installations, is a force to be reckoned with. Equipped
with a solid selection of global club sounds, her mix of
disjointed reggaeton, FDM and sparse experimental
club is taken a step further with a performance from
choreographer and dancer Malik Nashad Sharpe,
who visually interprets every track through a range of
vogue-inspired movements.

Powerful and reflective, poet Michelle Tiwo’s
performance details the pervasive nature of grief and
loss of young black children to knife crime through
the lens of a mother: “My womb is a burial site after
all my children are born”. Tiwo eulogises lives lost well
before their time across black communities after Boris
Johnson, as Mayor of London, declared war on knife
crime but took minimal action to keep black boys in
particular safe. At the end of Tiwo's performance, “The
system is broken, Black Lives are valued less than
their white counterparts” flashes across the screen,
a stark reminder of why Nine Nights and Black Lives
Matter exist. O]
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